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EXPRESSIVENESS
The personality desired in a prospective house should be deter-
mined in family councils before designing of the house is begun.
The family characteristics constitute the logical basis for the funda-
mental idea or mood that should be expressed in the home. Since
a variety of personalities, tastes, and activities occurs in one family,
however, it is not easy to formulate a definite statement of the
composite personality of the group.
One method of procedure in establishing the personality is for
the members of the family first to analyze themselves as individuals
and each one make a list of adjectives describing his or her own
characteristics. The family group should then concentrate on the
words that occur most frequently in these lists. After discussion
and elimination of disputed terms an idea of the group personality
might evolve sufficiently to be stated in a few words, such as:
L	Sturdy, matter-of-fact, practical, realistic, independent.
 2.	Ingenious, communicative, imaginative, vivacious, friendly.
 3.	Formal, reserved, dignified, conservative, religious.
 4.	Methodical, quiet, self-sufficient, unsocial, studious.
After self-analysis, each member of a family group should
analyze his or her ideal house, making a short list of adjectives de-
scribing it. The members should then combine their lists of ad-
jectives, eliminating through discussion the less important terms
and the contradictory ideas. The two lists, describing the family
and the house, should be the basis for a fairly clear definition of
the characteristics of the desired house. This should ultimately
crystallize into an idea or the?ne which could be stated in a few
descriptive words. The chosen theme should then be followed
as a guide in making decisions in regard to the house and lot as
well as the furnishings.
To illustrate, a family guided by the theme—unpretentious,
honest, friendly, and rustic—might produce a farm-house type of
dwelling in the country or on a hillside lot in town. Another
family's theme—smart, gay, youthful, efficient, and positive—might
result in a sleek Modern city house planned for entertaining. The
theme—formal, elegant, distinguished, and conventional—could
inspire a large Colonial house in a restricted residential section.

